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In modern times it was wrongly conceptualized as huemul (Hippocamelus bisulcus) as a species adapted to
the forest and exclusively to the high mountains, with rocky environments and steep slopes. Now, a study
by Conicet researchers and other scientists published in the journal Conservationputs this concept in crisis
by ensuring that the huemul is not different from other animals of the cervid family and that the cause

of its extraordinary decrease is due to the man impact.

It is that, they maintain, the history of civilizations resulted in their expulsion from a good part of their
original territory in the Patagonian peninsula and allowed them to survive exclusively in refuges in the high

Andean forest.

“This refugee species then lost its migratory traditions (cultural cycle of transfer from wintering to
summering) and their access to various habitats such as prairies and meadows, modifying their food
practices”, says Werner Flueck, first author of the work and Conicet researcher in the Nahuel Huapi
National Park.

It is estimated that of the original metapopulation in Argentina there are currently only between 350 and
500 huemulesfragmented into about 60 groups along 1.800 km of the Andes with one of the most
prominent population groups in the Shoonem Protected Park, Alto Rio Senguer, in Chubut, where research

tasks are carried out with the support of the Directorate of Flora and Fauna of the Province.
They estimate that there are between 350 and 500 huemules left in the country.

“The loss of the migratory traditions of the huemul as a result of the overhunting in the past and the
establishment of human populations in areas inhabited by these animals put this species in danger of
extinction”, indicates Flueck. And he adds that the forced seclusion in regions of the Andes, in areas
classified as summer, would be a factor that would explain the decrease in its population and the high

proportion of specimens with skeletal conditions and low longevity.

Historical information, telemetry and medical
studies

Through archaeological information from the discovery of bones or antlers that the males lose during the
winter and from the compilation of historical records since 1521, the authors of the work were able to
confirm the migratory tradition in a wide habitat that the huemules had in the past, combining open areas

(prairies) and wooded areas of the Patagonian peninsula.

“The historical data found show that, in the past, the huemul had members that migrated seasonally from
forested Andean areas classified as summers to non-forested regions of the Patagonian peninsula during
winters. Even in this wintering area, it is estimated that many groups of huemules behaved as annual
residents, sharing habitat with guanacos and rheas or other steppe animals. In this sense, their behavior is
very similar to that of other cervids”, highlights Flueck, also a researcher at the Swiss Institute of Tropical
and Public Health based in Basel, Switzerland.

The loss is not only of habitat but also of a cultural pattern, since migration is educated from the mothers,














