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THE DEINCATION in this book sums up the authors” aims and
aspiralions in polliog it tegether, 1L reads: “To all lviong crealunes
bearing the scientific name Hippocamelus bispleas May their
aenes thrive for thousands of generations to come",

There are only four chapters in this 149 page volume, and of
these pages, the tivst three chapters occupy only BAThe last,
long chapter is divided nle 17 seclions, and covers just aboual
everything that is known about the Huemul today, including its
temuons state in the face of continued hunting and an apparent
lack of political will to act before it is too late,

The first chapter is an interesting account of the history of the
Hueaol, s the autlee, Mes, Do, Dos provided soome Tascinatiog
information and also gives the reader a neat pen sketch of Pata
anmia itsellf, as well as the early dayvs of Furopean exploration,
fromm the 16th contury oo, 10 was not unkil 1782 that the lest

written description of the beast appears, and that was somewhat

inaceurate, It claimed, from hearsay evidence only, that the
animal was a kind of wild ass. The author even gave it the
taxonomic name of Fprms, meaning horse, of course, Pven the
officially accepled Laxonomic nane Speocamefus rellects U
early confusion, as its translation is a mix of horse and camel. The
laws of seientific precedence prevents a more appropriate name
becoming adopted,

In this chapter the reader learns about hunting techninues
andd the historical range of the Hocimwal, which used Lo cover o
huge area of the southern part of South America, from as far
north as 347 to the very southern tip, at 56 . There is a short, but
[ascinating, scction on the place that Huemul occupy in cave
paintings, mythology, and the music of the region, There are also
hrief mentions of the very trusting oatoee of this unusaal deer, the
fact that male fawns develop their first set of antlers at six months
of age, and that there are few records nof the deer in capfivity.

Mext come a chapler Ual is an exacl reproduelion, in Spaislh,
of the first scientific treatise ever written about this deer. which
wag published by the famed German physician and biclogist
Rodulio Philippt wheo ardved in Chile in 1851, and, during a long
life, published owver 344 papers on na-
tural history.

The third chapter is contributed by
Werner Flueck, and is a short eritique of
Fhillipi’s paper i which he allempls Lo
clarify some of the issues, particularly
abont taxonomy, and supgests that a
related deer, the Taruca, may have been
confused  with  the Themuol, Both
Fhilipapi’s origingal, ancd the third chapter,
contain black and white illustrations
andl anatomical drawings.

The [ourth chapler was wrillen by
Jo Anne Smith-Flueck, and relates as
much current information as seems
b knowin about this animal, She covers
her material in 17 sections that range
frinn & backuround deseription through
general biology, social behaviour, demo-
graphics, threats, education and conser-
wlion,

The size of the animal is tabulated,
and readers in MNorth America will
quickly recognisc that this animal is
very similar to our own Mule deer and

White-tailed deer In fact, from snme of the elght beantiful
photographs offered belween pages 81 aod 82 00 is obvious Lhal
thew are closely related. The cover photo shows a two point buck
wli bears an uncanny resemblance toa Mule desr spiker or fork-
horn', as they are known in hunting circles in Morth America,

The: lenathy Sth section invalves a detailed look at threats to
this specics, which has boecn listed as endangered Ly Qe Tuter-
national Union for the Conservation of Mature since 18973, The
authaor lists illegal hunting, habitat modification, and homan
activities as important. A major cffect, that leads 1o compelition,
and especially competition tor prefereed food items, has been the
increasingly witdespread mtrodoction of Bed deer The Bed deer
are a more generalist feeder than the Huenwl, and so, when the
favourite fruud item of both is seriously depleted, the Red deer can
do well on other plants which the Hucmual cannol ulilise cfli-
clently,

The scetion on discases is Uwe weakesl Smith-Flueck has
listed 39 diseases that she feels could be a problem when Huenul
aned livestock ocoupy the same range. Some of these have never
been reported, in any spocies, in South America, and al least one
has never occurred In the Americas. In communication with the
aulhor Tdiscoversd thal she is concerned, as she oughit to be,
with the potential for importation of some of the diseases she has
lister] with stock from other continents, especially Avica. Recent
evenls in the USA, with hearbwabcr Geks coming in o Lorlojses,
and the arrival of West Nile virus, show how tenuous our grip of
yuarantin ey Txe,

While most of the diseases listed do occur in a variety of
difterent species, and with which Huoemil waonld almost certainly
become infected, there is no informalion aboul the susceplibility
of Huermul to all but coccidiosis, which has been recorded in
captive deer,

Smith-Flueck discusses captive breeding programs as an
adjunct to conservation programs, and describes past tailres, as
well as e limited number of successes, She lioks W benelils of
such a program to the desperate need for conservation, which
she diseusses at some length. She lists 12 sets of precautions that
should be taken to avoid past mistalees, and then very cogently
makes a case tor captive breeding b listing the comsiderahle
brenefits that would aceroe, Her loogest st is oo of 20 research
items that would aid in conservation and that need to be found
it about the most hasic elements of
Hueru] Teiclogy,

One of the saddest segments is the
e deseribing the state of knowledye
of the Argentinean populace aboul their
own deer, The media are shown to
exemplify this ignoranee as three news
paper cuttings are shown that com-
pletely misldentify the species,

Jo Anne Smith=Flueck is currently
waiting to finish her research and
writing for her 1'hl Y, This voluome amply
demonsirates Uil slwe and ber losband
are the world’s foremost experts on the
Huemnl, and that they have a deep
dedication o Argenliog, W ils people,
its countryside and to the living things
that dwell there,

The Patagounian Huemul can be
ordered in either English or Spanish
versions, through the Literature of Latin
America (LOLA) web site at
www. thehookplace comylola
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